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I. An Account of the taking and taming of Elephants 
in Zeylan, by Mr. Strachan, a Phyfcian, who 
lived 1 7 years there. 

AL L the Natives within 20 miles from the Sea-coaft be- 
twixt Matura and Negumbo are fubjedt to the Holland- 
ers, and know the Duty and Service which their Eajl India 
Company requires of them ; therefore when Orders are 
given to hunt the Elephants, they pitch upon a conveni- 
ent place for a Warrant or Park, which is broad at the 
entrance, and turn the farther in the more narrow, fo that 
at the end it is fo narrow that an Elephant cannot turn 
himfelf ; yet this narrow place is fo long, that zo Ele- 
phants may ftand one behind another. The Park being 
perfected, the Koolrale, who is the Head or Chief of the 
Kool ( which is to fay in EngliJJj a Shire ) does Order the 
Inhabitants who dwell thereabout to their places, who 
make a Circumference about the Woods, where they know 
that Elephants arc, which will be the length of 60 Engli/h 
miles. At firft one man ftand from another at the diftance 
of about 5 poles, or 25 yards, and kindles Fire in the fpaces 
between them, then by mooting, crying, beating of Drums, 
founding of Horns, the Elephants retire towards the Park, 
and fo from time to time the Men follow, mooting and 
making a noife, until the Circumference be fo little, that 
they ftand upon one anothers fide. The Elephants, when 
they find themfelves inclofed within the Park, make more 
refiftance, fome turning back upon the Men, but Pofts are 
ready (landing betwixt the Men and the Elephants, z.nd. 
long Stakes lying upon the ground, they have only to lift 
theie Stakes, and make the ends of thefe Stakes faft to the 
Pofts, and thus the Elephants are enclofed within the 
Park. Then by following the Elephants, and caftin? of 
Fire-brands, they chafe them ftill farther toward the end 
of the Park, and doling up the -paffage behind them, by 
fetting up, and laying Stakes athwart the Pofts, until at 



1 -. 0- 

lulL 



( i°5 2 ) 

laft they are all entered into the narrow place, where they 
cannot turn themfelves. But becaufe there are many forts of 
Elephants, forne being a great deal higher before than behind, 
and many who never have the two long Teeth ; others 
are of a more favage Nature, which are known by their 
Eyes and Face, having a fierce Tyger-look, and will be 
for no fervice, although they be kept 10 years : fuch ones 
the King of Candie keeps for punifhing of Tranfgreflbrs, 
for they kill all perfons that come within their reach. One 
of them the late King of Candie (who never in all his life 
after the Hollanders had beat the Po'rtuguefes from Zeilan, 
and not performing their promife to that King, who had 
been a great help to the Hollanders in that War ) fent to 
the Hollanders when I was there, in recompence of fome 
Prefents, which the Hollanders had fent to move him to 
Peace ; among which Prefents a Lyon from the Cape of 
Good Hope was fent, as being the King of all other Beafls, 
but he never would let thefe Prefents come within 20 
miles of his prefence ; the Hollanders kept the fame Ele- 
phant in a place by himfelf ftill tyed, being at great pains 
every day to bring him to the Water fide betwixt two 
tame Elephants, the Hollanders intending to fhew the re- 
gard they had to that Kings Gifts. Such like Elephants 
being among the other Elephants in the fore-mention'd 
Park, are kept out of the narrow entrance by cafting Fire- 
brands upon them when they draw near the narrow en- 
trance, and endeavour to kill them by Guns, and cutting 
off their Snout, by which they take all their Victuals; 
which being cut, they perifh for hunger when they are 
efcap'd, for the Natives being very fwift will come very 
near them with their Swords. When all the choice of the 
Elephants are entered into the narrow pafTage, there are 
Ports put athwart, fo that none can come back ; the reft 
that are not fit for fervice have liberty to efcape. 

It is eafie to conceive how the Natives did invent the 
chafing Elephants by Drums and Noife, becaufe it is ob- 
ferved that they themfelves are affrighted by Drums. I did 
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hear an Ancient Portuguefe relating, that when his Coun- 
try-men were in poiTeilion of this Ifland, they did purfue- 
the Natives too far up among the Woods and Hills, the 
Ceilonefes by this means got the advantage of the Portu- 
guefe, and killed every man of them except one Drummer, 
who did obferve them not to draw near where they did 
hear the Drum, he therefore beat upon his Drum continu- 
ally; the Ceiloncfes thinking that the greatcft power was 
where the Drum did beat, did not come near him, and by 
this means he faved his life. 

When the Elephants have been a while fettled in the nar- 
row pafiage, they arc one by one taken to the Stable, being 
tyed faft between two tame Elephants bred for that purpofe, 
the point of whofe long Teeth are cut : If the wild Ele- 
phant be troublefome, they will hold his Trunk with their 
Trunk, and beat him with their Teeth, a Man fitting up- 
on, each of the tame Elephants, to direct, them by a Staff, 
upon the end of which is a little Hook, wherewith he 
touches his Head, and orders the tame Elephant as he 
pleafes, without a Bridle, or the like. When they come 
into the Stable, they are led betwixt two Pofts, and Stakes 
put athwart before their Breads and under their Bellies, 
and fo tyed that they cannot flir, nor lye down upon the 
ground ; for if they mould be permitted to lye down 
they would turn heavy, forrowful, and would not eat, 
and dye. They are this way fed and nourished with 
the Trunk of Waltugas, or Plantains. The Trunk of this 
Tree they love better than any other food, and with 
thefe Trunks they are fjd in the Ships ; when they have 
been nourifht fo fix weeks they begin to be tractable, and 
are fattened only with one foot tyed with Cords ; and if 
the Merchants come from Bengal they are fold and convey'd 
to the Ships ; if the Merchants have no ufe for them, or that 
they cannot agree about the price, they feed them with Leaves 
of the Coco Tree, until i 2 weeks be pafl after their being 
taken, and then they are as tame as a Dog, and eat Grafs 
with the Oxen in the Fields. When 
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When the Elephants are put on board the Ships, there is a thing 
prepar'd of if or 20 double Sailcloath, which is laid about his 
Breaft, Belly and Sides, and is tyed together upon his Back, where- 
unto Ropes are fattened; then he is led into the Water betwixt 
Elephants bred for the purpofe, upon which i Man fits to govern 
him, and another Elephant (upon which fits a Man) goes behind 
the Elephant that is to be fhipp'd, and-wlitn this Elephant is un- 
willing to enter the Water, the Elephant that is behind puts his Head 
to the forcmofl's hinderparts, and preffes him forward, which will 
caufe any perfon to laugh to behold the fame ; when he is got 
deep enough in the Water he is tyed to the Boat, the other Ele- 
phants return, and he fwims after the Boat to the Ship, where he 
is haled over into the Ship. 

But there is lately invented a more convenient way, which is 
thus : There is prepared a big VefTel, flat bottorn'd, cover'd with 
Planks like a floor, fo that this floor is almoft of the height of the 
Key, then the fide of the Key and the Veflel are adorned with 
Green Branches, fo that the Elephant does fee no Water till he be 
in the Ship. 

When one Elephant fwims to the Ship, or otherwife CrofTes a 
deep River, nothing of him can be feen only his Snout thorough 
which he breathes: and when he is wafhed upon a River fide, he 
ordinarily lyes with his Head upon the bottom of the Water flat 
alike with his Body, and although one fide of him be above Wa- 
ter, his Head will be under, holding only his Snout above Water 
through which he breathes. 

When the Elephants are tame, they are very docil and trada- 
ble, fo that they will lye upon their Belly when Men are to get up 
and ride upon them. 

If they fall at any time, altho upon even ground, they either 
dye immediately, or languid) after that until they dye : their Body 
being of fo great a bulk, is the caufe of the harm they get by a 
fall. 

If an Elephant frequents a Plantation of Fruit-Trees of the Na- 
tives, for no Hedges can keep him out, they make a point upon 
a heavy piece of Wood, and hangs it on a branch of a Tree un- 
der which the Elephant ufes to come-, an;! at night a Man fits 
watching upon that Branch, and when the Elephant, comes under 
the Branch the Man cuts the Cord, and fo the point of the Wood 
falls a foot deep in his Back, by which means- the Elephant lan- 
guishes and dyes ; but v/hen the Hollanders get intelligence here- 
of, they are punifh d feverely. 
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